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Account of Lay-Patronag&s in 

' •-.. .••... ...: ••>a-/. , 

LA Y«Patronages are fa Sat from bcwg^be antient 
Conftitution of Scotland* that there's fcarce a 
Country in Chrifotidom wh&e-iuei they had* 
fo little Footing * fo,rhat if our 5r4fc6 Pitrons were 
put tp juftify their Tide by the old Maxim of the 
Ganonift^ 



Fatraxvfnjaciuft <fof> ei)jicat'w t fundus^ 

they would make but a very indifferent Pita of it ; for 
nothing is pfcfafr if) our Law, than that the Tythes 
were the ratrioqoDy of our Church, as appears by 
A& iq. fyrL *♦ James W. bdd in 1567. and by many 
other AQ&- It is likewife. known to everyone, that 
Tytbes were fettled by the Legiflature, and that fuch 
Endowments as have at any time been made from the 
Rents oft.be Crown fcquird the Confent of Parliament 
to make th?m good) (nice our Princes could alienate 
nothing belonging to the Crown without their Confent. 
And as to the Pope's Canon Law from whence Patro- 
nages proceeded, ft never obtained fo far in Scatlani as 
tq be rpucb regarded. This is evident from many of 
our Laws, which forbid our being governed by any 
other, and from the Prugn&aticaiSan&iooatetwixi the 
Popes ar^d the Kings of Scotiaud^ who weoe always as . 
• A * a inflexible 
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inflexible in this mattef, if not more, than the Kings 

of Fraacfc^ ^ „ . _ _.„.- . . ^ 

But be that how it will„ when th$ Pope's Authority 
was abrogatia in Scotland* Vj Aft of parliament in 
15*0. all Jaiiiatftton der|v*d from him fell with it, 
and his Canon Law among the reft, except what pare 




frCQjirts^ 

Accordingly the^ Ghurck of ^cot!and t from the Be- 
ginning ot the Reforthaifem, detiafd' againft Lay Pa- 
tronages, and Presentations. This appears from the 
firft Book of Difciptine, drawn up' by qrdsr. of the 
Governmc&itpowid agreed Jo in the Privy Council, Jf- 
nuary i7y r r$db. wheje,4n the Fourth Head. Concert* 
itg the lawful Ele&wn of Mimfters % the Power of Eke> 
tion islodg'd in the Parifliioriers \ and in cafe they de. 
LayM, it 40 Days, the Presentation was to be in the 
Superintendant and his Council, viz. the Minifters and 
Elders of his Province, 

In t^e "firlf general AflemMy of' the Reformed 
• Church of Scotland^ held the 20th of December 1560. 
arbout four Months after the Pope's Authority was abo- 
hth'd* ic wasena&ed the 27th of the (aid Month, 
That the Election of Minifters fhould be in the publifck 
Church by the People, and that Notice fhould be given 
of it \ he Sunday preceding. It was the fame as to 
the Ele&ion of $uperintendantt, as way be ften by the 
Form of it prefixed to our old Pfalm Books, and in the 
fiift Book of DHciplind, under the Head of the Election 
of Superintendant s 3 and the Church required that the 
Minilters, the Poor, and the Schools, thould he pro- 
vtded for out of the Ty the* which were the Patrimony 
of the Kirk, as appears by the <*th Head of the firft 
Book of Difcipline, under the Title Of the Rents and 
Patrimony of the Church 

In the 3d Seff. of the 4th General Aflembly held at . 
Edinburgh^ it was ena&d, Dec. 27. 15*2. That the 

Pie- 
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Pref^ntatjon ofMlniftcrs Oioold he in the People. Thus 
matters j^ere ftat$d itX^Mar/sAmv^l tromfrvw^ 
Aug-i$ i%fa* and th? 25th ot that Month her Ma* 
jetty decfatr'd by Proclamation, That no body on pain 
pf Death (houl4 attempt privately or publickty to 
make any Alteration or Innovation itt the State of Re- 
ligion which (he found publickly and univetftlly ftand- 
fng at her Arrival \ and (he promised not to attempt 
any thing againft it Eerfelf, but to fettlcf.all tfJings with 
the Content of the States. This Promife was kept no 
other wife than as Popifh Princes ufe to do with thtir 
Pro'teftant Sabjefts * 16 that fhe and her Courtier* 
were unwilling to'part with the Patronages and Patri- 
mony of the Church which they had pofflf^d.ihpm* 
felves of on the Abrogation of Popery, t fomuch that 
the poor Mimfters had little elie to maintain them hut 
the Bcnpvolcnce of their Fearers* and with much ado, 
after niany Petitions, they obtained a third of the 
Tyrfces, which was but indifferently paid* Jo little 
jeal&ependance had they on Lay Patrons, 

The Church being under thele n-eHures, (he was 
.willing to comply as far as (he could in Continence, in 
order to obtain what farther Reformation was want- 
jng, and a Reclrefs of her Grievances. Therefore (he 
agreed in the Afiembly of i 5*5, that her M jetty > or 
Sny other Patron, might prefenc to vacant Benefices, 
tpt on Con4ition that they prefented qualify M Peifon*, 
and fubjdfted them to the Examination of the Kirk, 
.who ba/jbf B^ght pf Collation to the Cure, if the fa- 
tronhad tbetrtfentotioii to ihe Benefict r* otherwise, 
Jay they, the Patrons might obtrude foch Perfons as 
they pleased upon them. And thus, as they complain 
in the <frh tfcad of the fitft Book of Dif plin ;, the 
Paprftical Tyranny Jhoutd ig only cbangd into tint rfthe 
JLord and Laird 1 therefore th?y jrequit'd that the Kirk 
might be reftoied to her Liberty that (he had been 
cruelly fpoifti of by the Papifts. , 

l ^ ,: " ! A" 5 In 



Digitized byLjOOQlC 



. In the 2d Book of Difcipllne agreed on by the Gene* 
ral Aflembly of 1578, regtftertl by that of 1581. and 
orderM to be fublcrib'd by all Minifters, thiy declare 
themfelves, Clup. 12. thus: 
' 4 The Liberty of the Eleftlon of Perfons caHM, to 

* EccleGaftkal Funftions, and ohferv'd without Inter- 
€ roption fo long as the Kirk was not corrupted by An- 
4 tichrift, we dettre to be r&ored and retain'd within 

* this Realm, fo that none be intruded upon any Con- 

* gregarion, either by the Prince or any inferior Pefrfpn^ 
4 without lawful Eteftion, and the Aflent of the Pepr 

* pie over tfrhom the Perfon is placM, as the Pfa&fcc of 
^ the ApoftoKcal and Primitive Kirk jind !feood Order 
1 craves; and becaufe this Order which God's Word 

* craves^ uahriot ftand with Patronages and, Pfefema- 
*tions to Benefices oled hi the Popes Kirk, we defire 
? all thrtft that truly fear God, earneftly to confider, 
4 that frtafinbcli as the Names of Patronages and B* 
'iriefice^ together vjrith the Effefts thereof, have florid 
''from the Pore and the Corruption of the Canofi Law 

* only, in To far \\ thereby any Perfon was intruded or 

* placed over Kirks having Quram, Animarum : And 

* forafmuch as that manner of Proceeding hath no 
1 ground to the Word of God, but is contrary ro the 

* fam&, and to the faid Liberty of Eieftion, they ought 

* not how to liave place in this Light of Reformation. 
.*■ But as to thefe Patronages that have not Cur ant Anu 
•J marum' y as Qaplainrys, Pjebeqdar.ys, &c. founded 
4 opon Temporal Lands, annuals and fuch like, they 
, c may be referv'd to the antient Patrons to difpofe of 

' to Scholars 1 and Burfars, according to Aft of Pariia- 
'mefir. ..■'*.« 

This was the, Senfe of our Ghurcfi at the Reforma- 
tion. * We come next to fhew how the matter flood in 
Law; The 'Courtiers, the unwilling to part with the 
*awor»ges;- agreed, however, that, the Tower of Pi- 
rrons (hould be reftrainM. Thus by the 7th Aft of the 
rirft Parliament of K. fames VI held Anno 15*7- u 

was 
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was Enafted, ^* ** E**mwtfo* «*d datotgfrn-ef 
Minifters be only in the ?<wer.of the Kir&^anii t thac 
the Patron prefent a qualifyM Perfon; within fix Months 
(after theDcceafe of the tanner Incumbent comes to 
his Knowledge) to the Supetfntendant or otters, hav- 
ing tbeCommtffionof the Kirk, othqrwift toerKuk to 
have power to difpofe of tta lame to qualified a Per (on. 
fhe Qualifications required we^e, that be Abound agree 
with the Church in vo^rinev land the Admwftratiori 
*f the Saaaments, aocordio& to the .Cpnfeflipn of 
Faith, as appears by Afik 6. Parliament i. A %wfs VI. 
The Aft 46 Parliament 3. of ttat faiw Prince^ jay ns, 
Thar the Minifter Chou'd be under the D^clp(io^ of <&c 
Kirk, partake with her ia the Sacraments, *r&$uhfcobe 
• the Articles of Religion, an<t giveiisOith fat jckoow- 
fedging the King and bis Authority. And by Jffatl lament 
4. Ad *8. jpowx VL they who refufe to CdCnftjunkate 
in the Sacraments, as Adaiiiwftred in the Kirk, .accord-' 
log to the Confeffion of Faith» or eontradi& (he raicj-Gor- 
ftifion r are dedared to be boMwibers of *fc# Kirk, *» 
long as they do fa, and bjr thetfs>th A3 of> that ferns 
Parliament 'tis declared, T#4!f there be np fitber Jurif 
diSiom tccUfiafti&e&knoiridgd within jhis Rea/# r ' 
tbav that xvbicb ii 7 udjball be tohhin tbc ftmJKir^ or 
tbatfiowt thereftm. it i* here Rkewife projfcr tp ob~ 
ftrve, That by the abovementton'4 A&pf *$$7. irigafe 
cf a Failure* by the Superintend*** or ^ojrJirnifficwr 
of the Kirk to admit a qualify*d Perfon, prefemerf by 
the Patron,, there Uy an Appeal ;to theSupermtenfent 
andMimftcffiof the Province, and if ttay re?\x?d ro 
admit the qnaltfyed Peribn, an Appeal was to be made 
to the General Affsrably, whofe Determination was 1$ 
iwDeciiivci 

:•: But notwitfaftanding this ReftriEHon on Patrons, ma. 
ny Abufes refuited from the Patronages by Contracts 
betwixt the Patrons and fome Minifters, who were 
Guilty of dilapidating the Rents of the Benefices (with- 
out regard how tbeir SucceflTors fliotfd live after them) 

A 4 for 
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for the fafct of pfcfent Profit. And by tie time Me* 
thod, Benefices were conferr'd upon uoquattfy'd P*r- 
ions both by the King and other Lay Pawns, againft 
Which a Remedy was provided by the roift and road 
Arts of King jFiMrw VM'j 7th Parliament, which i«efi 
08oberi+. 158*. , 

A further Remedy was provided by the udrh A3 
of his 1 2th Parliament, which rn^t June *>. i%9%* If 
which the Collation and Deprivation of Miriiiters was 
lodged in the Church, As a Privilege granted fy God ta 
her Spiritual Office-bearers, wherein her General Affem- 
bi*es were alio RatifyM and Approved, with all her 
PtivUeges, Libejtys, Immunitys and Freedoms, given 
and granted bj his Highnefs, his Regents in bis Name, 
or any of his Predeceflbrs to the true and Haly Kirk, 
prefently EftablifliM within this Realm ; and among 
other Privileges, all prefentations to Benefices were to 
be directed to the Presbyterys,with a fall Power of Colt 
lation, and by the irytb Aft, the Church bad 4 Ppw* 
er of prefenttn* jure Devolve, if the Patron did not 
prefent a qualtyed Perfon after * Vacancy of fi< 
Months. But a^eftrvebtiogitiadf in the tilth A&, 
that they fhou'd receive and admit any qualifyed Ber* 
fon prefented by his Majefty, or Lay Patrons, the Afcuft 
continued, and Ministers weie deprived of their frne* 
6ce$ by feveral Patrons, to prevent which, the \6fA 
Aft of King James Vltirc i$tb Parliament wai 
made. ; . / 

Notwithftanding all thefe Pfovifions agaiofi the A* 
bufe of Patronages, the General Aflimbly of 15?*, 
finding that by thofe Prefentations many Berfons were 
forcibly thruft into the Minitiry, and" upon Congrega* 
tions, whofe Condufi (hew'd they were nerer caTtfd of 
God, the Aflfembly provided, That none flioo'd ft<k 
Prefentations to Benefices, without Advice tf the Presto* 
tery y in xobcfe Bounds they lay* on pain ofbdng repetift, 
as Rei Ambitus, and they defired, that fuch as were 
Guilty of dilapidating Benefices, or of dimitting them 
'* ' " * .' " for 
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ftoFtrtrtror Money; to as they fcecome Lay fafl* 

^tbcpuniftiMaiDilapidators, 



theft Lay Patronages continued a Subj^fc of 
Controvetfy betwixt Lay Patrons and the Churcfa* ao$ 
occafioned many Abufcs and pquch Ciamoer by th* 
Counters againft her, but they coa'd not fully accotar 
piift their Defim, till af rer tbe Uqion of tbeCrowiffc 
*hen tbe Court wing at a diftance irqpn Scotland^ #4 
open to tbeconftant Sollicitation of Men of other Prifr 
tlptes, the State of Bifhops was eftabliflrti in Scotland 
by the ad Aft of King James Vith's 1 8th Parliament 
which met July 9. 1606. after which the Power of 
Prefenration was lodgM in the Archbifhops and Bifhops* 
bat the Patrons by their Intereft in Parliament, had the 
tuck to keep their Patronages on Foot under v £v*t9i 
Reftii&ions, which did not remove the Evil that frpr* 
the beginning was complain'd of f and asap immediate 
and obvious Confcquehce pi it, 5raw*y, which isadi- 
reft Bargain betwixt the Patron and the Minifter t* 
be prefented, for obtaining a Spiritual Ghargp ip the 
Churchy was too plainly Tolerated* to thcgrutScafr 
dalot Religion, and m^nifeft Decay of Piety and tank- 
ing, for tbe Patrons by theft Stmopidcd Qow&** £ 
verted the Tythes to their own private life, ap) 1* 
Mlniftef Was prefented, till be had given a Leafc tqbts 
Patron of the Ty thes of bis Parifl), in confideratiop tf 
« poor Aliment to biipfeif and bis Family* An Abq& 
which ought certainly to AffeB all tbofe whq are 
ttuly Religious* either in the Ghysfli of England or 
Scotkni. - : ~ 

This occafionM fo many Abufes in prcfemipg <rf Mi- 
fritters, and fiH'd the Church fo fuu of nnqualifyed 
Ferfons, that it was one of the principal Caufes of 
(Complaint which brought on the Civil War, and oc* 
cafioned tbe Abolition of Prelacy in Scot/and, as citff 
be feenby the Afts of Aflembty apd Papers of SpfCt 
fepra 1*38. to i6±i. 

. « Pie$by- 
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***ftisfyterjr being rt&or'd in a Parliament fchefe the 
JL was prefent, the Affak of Patronage was frccommo* 
Wt& betwixt the King and the Churcti thus. Upon a 
FWiion from the AfTembly, for the better providing of 
Vafcant Churches in Ms Majefty's Prefentation with 
tJuatifyM Mintflers, Ws Majefty agreed, That upon 
Aiff^iding'him a Lift of ft x Perfons by the Presby- 
ttty where the Vacancy lay, he wou'd prefent one of 
them, as appears by his Declaration Sign'd with his 
ewn Hand at Whitehall^ Jm, 3. 1642. and Regifter'd 
Si the Books of the AflemMy the 3d of Autuft fol- 
tewing * And by an AQ of the Affenbbly of the fame 
-Date, it appears, that the Patronages formerly belong* 
ing to the 6f (hops were vefted in the Presbyteries, by 
Aft of Parliament, and that the like method of the 
ftesbyterys fending a Lift of qualified Perfons to 0* 
iHerLay Patrons,as to his Majetty was alfo agreed upon, 

'But m the ASemWy of 1*43. they petitioned bis 
Majefty, That cpnfidef ing the Difficulty of obtaining a 
iatfdf fixaMeand well qualified Perfons for every 
^ttfftrit Church fa* his Majefty *s Prefentation, he wou'4 
**tfpkaLift of three; and ofany ontfqualified Perfon, 
i^effafafrfa for a -Vacant Church in the High* 
fSncfe.^ /«'*«:•'' 
,« > J MatI:ers*c»Mlnhtd thus till 1-649. that all tbefe Re« 
fbtftitws'not being found efficient againft the Abules 
0f ; Lay Patjtons > they were totally abbl fh'd by Aft 
dp Parfiatpent. * 

Ep1feop*cy and Patronages were reftored by Afts of 
Parliament in King Charles lid's Reign, from i66%> 
ah& lownwards. But when the Meeting of the Effaces 
fcf Sto/ahtfvns calPd exprefly in i<58p.torfecuring the 
froteftanr Religion, and the ancient Laws and Libertys 
t>f the Kingdom, to the Legality of which Meeting, 
VteBiftops did alfo fubferihe, as appears by the ad Aft 
Af that Meeting* And by the 13th Ad, the Eltatesdid 
claim among other things, as appears by their Dtcla- 
ration of Right, * That Prelacy and the Superiority of 

! any 
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c any Office ip the Church above Presbyters, i% and . 
( has lieen, a great and Infupportable Grievance and' 
€ Trouble to this Nation, and contrary to the Inciina* r 
1 tibfi'of the generality of the People ever fince rhe Re- ." 
* formation (they having reformed from Popery by' 
€ Presbytery) and therefore ought to be abolilhVJ. 

this Meeting of ^ftates, did by the 20th Aft addrefs* 
K\ri£Witfi*i*$ 'That the faid Meeting fliou'd be turn*d 
'into a?4rU£(Aent for fecuriog the Proteftant Religi- 




I* To which his Majefty did interpofe bk Royal 
Authority, by agreeing to their Addjeft, . as appears by 
their 38th A#. s , V,\ \ r * 

Purfu^ntto the ab^vemenrtoVd Article of the Claim* 
of* Right, £nd the Defign of turning the mating ojy 
Eftates into a Parliament,; Prelacy . jpas ^bofifh'd by> 
the third Aft SetT 1, of King William ^fid'Qjief n M^> 
/*# «• 1S89. and ftill purfuant to ^he (acne Artiste** 
the parliament did by Aft 2d, SelT^.^r/7 tf % 1695k 
reftore the Presbyterjan Minifteis'yvhb were} thyuftt 
from their Churches £nce January u 166 \. . tfitf .fa 
the 5 th Aft of We farne.S^Tioo, after recking *«* 
abovemenrion'd Article of the Claim of Righr as< xfal 
Foundation of their Proceedings 5 and reciting lifce-* 
wife 1 the laft mentioned A& for aboJ^fbifig, Fr$^mj| 
they proceed ro fettle Presbyterian ChurQh GovflriTOWH 
upon the Foot'of the Aft of 1592. and 4o -ratify a&& 
revivethe faid Aft /j the whole Head? thereof^ elegit 
that pate of it relaarg to Patronages, wfcifcb, thejis 
declare, is hereafter to be taken into Confident ten* 
And purfuant to this Reservation, by the 23d Aft o£ 
that Xim€ Parliament, July i 9 . X 6 9 o. they takeaway* 
the Patrons Power of Prefentation. Ail wbfcb Afts 
were frequently ratify'd, not only by KingWilliam 
but by her prefent Majefty, fince her happy Acceffion 
to the Crown. 

The 
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The Ad which moft moft immediately relates to 
the Patronages in debate, is the <5th A&pf her Ma- 
jdRy's Parliament for Securing the Proteftant Religion 
and Presbyterian Church, Government; pafs'd, Jan. \6. 
1707. wherein hcrMajefty, with* rbe Advice and Con- 
felt of theEftates of Pajltahnent, ratify $ % approver* 
and FOR EVER.CONFIRMS the 5th Aa of the ift 
ftfiiament of King Willtim and .Qyeen.Jtlary, entitu-. 
led, An AS ratifying the Qonfeffion tf &ff Jy anijet- 
tHrti Presbyterian Church Government, WITH .TOE . 
HA1LL OTHER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT RELA- 
TING THERETO, IN PROSECUTION OF THE 
DECLARATION OF THE ESTATES OF fHIS 
KINGDOM, CONTAINING THE CLAIM. OF 
RIGHT. So that this ajd'Aft of Pa?I!awent, eve* 
^niniVatrona^es y nov9 fought to be RESCINDED, 
being made purtuant to the above mentioned Article 
df the Claim of Right, to the very end of turning, the 
laid meeting of the Eft a tea into a Parliament apd for 
compearing the Settlement mentjion'd in the 614 jrb 
Aft for Settling Piesbyteriao Church Government in 
the Terms of ft. is very plainly confirmed by the faid 
Ah Aft of her Majeftrt Parliament. 1707. which is 
Made andexprefly declared to be, a Fundamental and 
Bflenrial Condition of the Treaty of Union, 

Bcfides, by this A3 for abolifhine Patronages now' 
Jboght to be reminded, nothing but the Right of 
lwentation is taken from the Patrons, in order to 
Settle the Cill of Minifters upon the Foot of a Free 
Apoftolical Ele&ion, which our Church has always 
Contended for, and this the Patrons havefo liftte Caufg 
tfceomplam of, that their Civil Right is put ip 3, bet- 
ter Condition than before, t >r now they haye a Right 
to the Tithes, and are in a manner made Titulars, 
whereas fo long as they continued only Patrons, they 
were tinder a Neccfficy to make Contracts with theKf ! * 
nifters they prefented, about the Right of Tythes, 
which now they need not do, fince thsy theteretve* 

are 
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are the Titulars, and the Miniften only Stipendariqs. 
This has cflfefitaally put a ftop to Simmcat O>0- 
tfafts, which have ?vcr been the abiforrence of all 
ChrifHan Churches, 4nd of npne more rhan the Church 
of England, from whom in this Matter we don't differ 
in Principle, as may be (eeir In her 40th Canon, con- 
taining an Oath which all Intrants are obliged to tafcc 
at their Inftitution into Benefices, ' vit. ' That they 

* have made no Slmonlacal Payment, Contraft or 
c Promife, dire£tiy or indite&Iy, by tbemfelves, or by 

* any other to their Knowledge, or tpith their Con- 
1 fenr to any Perfoq or Periods wbatfoever, £bt % or 

* concerning the procuring and obtaining of tbisEc- 
c defiafticai Dignity, Place, Preferment, Office or 
1 Living, nor will at any time herakfter perform or 

* (atufy any fuch kind ot Payment, Contra^ or frfr 

* mifemadeby any other ttithouc their. Koowlcd^ 

* andCbnfenu 

It mull be owrfd, that this is tfmy ftrift Oitlj, 
tut we ate not to wonder, that the jChurch ot England 
took fuch Precautions in a matter of this Importance, 
fince in the Preamflle to the Canon* fhe juflly fays' 
'that Simdfiv'tra detefiable Sin, and that the tying ani 
felling of'Opiriha/arsdBcclefiaJhcal'fanffh Office^ 
Promotions, Dignities' and ljvings IS EXECRABLE 
BEFORE GOD. 

*Tk therefore hopfa, that fincctfie Church of E^. 
land cotnplains of Lay Patronage as a Grievance, 
the Legifliture will not again pat out Necks under 
that Yoke, whiph neither we nor our Fathers were a- 
ble to bear, eipecially, ftice Providence his deliver^ 
us from it, and that we are as much ilcm'd againft it 
as our own particular Laws founded upon the Claim 
of Right, and the Treaty of Union can lecure us, 

It ought alfo to be confiderti, that England has ai 
ways valu'd her fell for being delivei'd from that Va- 
ntage, which her great Men had over the Commons. 4 
Therefore 'tis behev'd, that they will not bring us again 

under 
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under a SpirUa^l Yaflalagt, which is the woftinfup. 

S citable of alt others, and may. in time ,come to be 
angerous to. the State, fince many of our Nobility 
and Gentry did formerly claim a Right of } Patronage 
over mahy Churches, which b-long'd to their particu- 
lar Family*, and if refold, will give them as great 
iToyq; over the Souls o$ the People, as t CivU Vafli- 
•jage gjves: thorn over their Indies : Arid if many* of 
jihofe Patronages flioud fall into the Hands of peribns 
.'Diflaffe&ed to she Government, it is moremore eafie 
tdfbrfcfee, than tp avoid the Confequence. 

Vfa know r tis us'd as an Argument for, restoring 
lay Patronages, that, the Right of prefwdnjg Mini- 
fters ft i %\ghx.dt rrojjerty, to which . theTatfpns 
jhaye a£$gtbd aXiile as to their Eftates, apd alfo-that 
^ : ^e wa^abputj j7. Steding to be paid to the Papons 
;<X renouricii^, their Right of Prefentatiori which has 
iiever Tieen paid t J 

Any onq may ipe ; that thefe>art very flight Pretences 
.to Weaken oi;, ajtet the Conftixution of a Church, fc 
Iblemnly e(lablif^'d f as, ^fundamental and unalterable 
Article of the, Union. The fair Dealing that is eflen- 
lial to the Execution, of all Treaties. does not admit, 
That upon fucb weak Pretences there, fliou'd be the 
leaft ftraitnkijj of the Benefit intended for the Qiriet 
and Satisfaction, as well as for the Security of the 
Church oi Scotland. No,Man, foberly thinking can 
imagine that any one has that fame Property in pre- 
fenting Minifters to Churches, as they have in theic 
lands, Houfes, Goods and Chattels: Bricks the Pa- 
trons of Scotland, as has been oblcrvM already, have 
not the Foundation of Patroaagejequijed hf the Capon 
Law. The Churches, of Sf^/^/ate not eridpw'd by 
the Patrons, nor out of any v private Eftate, for fince 
the Reformation, the State, of .the Provifioa of Mini- 
fters, and confequently of theTatrons Claims is very 
much' altetM. Minifters have their Stipends pr Allow* 
ance lor ferving the Cures, out of the Tythe^' which 

* * as 
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j&wti hive hear* ahead jr, » <fy Law^ ac^N^tcd 
rise Patrimony of theChurcbi wdChurctear<&^ 
pointed to be built jand repak'd by lh«.P«rifllW0^* 
The Ground upotr tttich the Churohef are built, ^ 
Glebes, and Miniftef 's DweHiog Hwfo, arc by ^*Y 
taken oat of the Property of the Pa#h.s fo that it if 
the Church and tfct ParHh dw*l»v* the Title of jfe 
Canon Law to the Patronage,; face it fe th« Parifh who 
gave the Dpi JEdificatio, and the Ftndusz put fappoT 
fang it wete otheiwife, it is very ftffmge to renew f boft 
Claims now after things have been gftablifh'cMo $by 
contrary, as aainvioiable *)ri fuadwnenttl Article of 
tbfc Union* . 7^7 

The other ?art df the Oniony that the Patyottf 
have not received tibc 5 j7. for refignjpg their Kighc of 
Presentation can never beaiiowM as a. good Rjenon 19 
leftore that Right * fince the ver* A&djd provide tor ( 9 
Dt&rirfs and Exeqotion at the Swr^f Patrons* againlt 
the ParHh, if the (aid 39 /. w&s.ijqtpaid,, but if rhfe 
Execution basnot been made ufcof by the fturops, "*tia 
their own Fault. - Therefore thejr cannot in ju#ice pre-? 
tend to have foch ar Relief aaailtght tofhe^rej^ta* 
tion, fdrthat which has been *q Confcqu^pc^>f;t^f 
own NeglcGfc Brif further^ it <ft wrong to -b^$^ 
(bar therdroa no other ft^^gf^iftttd by vfc,3ajk| 
Aft for the Righrof^refentati^, bw ^^i^^^w^ 
itoention'd, firice thtoreJs, Certainly ^n^fhtflo^^va^ 
luablc Confidctation*. The PaHtaav>bft> MorMha^j 
Afifc d)tfd have nti Kigbc to the Titter but by Sifn^ 
***y, which lis execrable* ;a^ jcftiifccpemljr %<y *ft 
bejuauyd by any Ciolourof Law, fb*ve by^iyfljj 
Aa, which dieprivds tbem ofc^iJifatoiM $*&$&** 
lion a Title tor;ttaeTitbe$,*wi*' tb^Btifden $ply of jj 
fair and honeft JriViion to he fcttfed by : the Laip up- 
on the Mimfttr* for ferviag th« Cute. This; th^ Pa. 
wons do enjoy/' andPhavetafay^ for .*a Yeqrv ?n<$ 
by Virtue of fhatflitie thcitubes b%v* teeri cpnvey'4 
from HandtoHaaA? < : '. , : ^ 
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' "Will Men whoprewnd to bate Htwugta reftored, 
tecaufe of a Delicacy in point of Property, rem the 
Churcb of bee Tithes, which U hci Patrimony; with- 
out allowing the Calling add ordaining of Minifters to 
Remain as it is now eftabfifh'd, agreeable to tbe mod 
ianeient PraCckft of the Cbriftian Cbnrcb? Will the? 
pretend to enjoy tbe Purebafe and tbe Price too? 
Can they Imagine, too* they are blinded, wbh Preju- 
dice in their 'own Favour, that ever they can prevail 
totto* Men.beft of Parliament to agree, to fuch Extra- 
ordinary Demands? '• ■ 

It is likeWifclnduftrieaay -given out, that {he man- 
ner of Calling Minifters, as eftablifh'd by. the Law* 
©T Scctha'd^'tni tbe Treaty off Union, has been tbe 
Cauleof much 'Diflentton' and Divifion, and that tbd 
Votes of Farmers, Mecbanicks, and other mean People, 
fiave been of equal or 'greater Weight than thofe oi 
the cb*of Landed Men «f the Patifh, &c. But if this 
ObjeQidn be good, then tbe fra&ice of tbe Primitive 
Church was erroneoes, and Cbrifttaniry it felf culpa* 
Me, which, tho* in ftt own Natoie a Do&rinc ef 
Peace, has, thrd* tbeCowuprioas of Men, occafion'd 
DtvHions among the detaeft and deaseft Relations; 
Therefore 'tis hop'd no Mao will allow tMbrObfecYion. 
to be of any Weighf % but as a more d'ocft Anfwer, 
where ace the numerous Inftances, or mighty Evident 
cesoftbefeDlvifioosiComplainMofh Muft a few ili 
grounded Stosys be fufficient to overturn a Law, .that 
Ms now been in pofiemon of tbe Church and People 
fin- 2 *' Years > And tan 1t not be fprovM mat the chief 
Divlflons, which have boppen'd on this Account, arofe 
from fucb as ate Difiatiected to the Civil Government > 
Orcafi ir be" deny'd' that feveral of them havt beenr . 
ptdfecuted fbr it > But' father, will AeReftbring the 
Rigbt of Prefentatiori to Patrons cute this pretended 
Evil ? ; Will not the Body of the Patifh, complain than 
a 'Paftor- is ienpos'd upon them ? Has a Supertair a 
Tide to impale, in Matters of that kind, upon his 

Vaflal 
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VaflU ? Or a Landlord on his Tenant ? Has not the 
exorbitant Ufurpation of Superiors and Landlords o* 
vor Mens Bodys and, Goods been loudly complained 
- of ? And will they now pretend to extend their Supe- 
riority over the Peoples Souls too in Matters of a fpi- 
ritual Concern. • 

. In (hprc* all thefe ObjeSions are trifling, and thole 
who make *em don?t feeds toJbave read the Aft coqr 
cerning Patronages, which. they would have repeal^. 
The Words of it are, That the Heretors, i.e. Landed 
Men of the Parifh, being Proteftants, and the Elders* 
(not rfae Mob) are to name theMinifter to the whole 
Congregation to be. apnroven ordifapproven, and if 
they difapprove the difiapprovers muft give in their 
Reafcns to be examtn'd by the Presbytery % and if their 
Reafons be not fono4 Good, .the Nomination of th* 
Heretorsand Eiders ftand% lb that the Qaim ofthofc 
.who infift oa this Arguments to take away the Right 
of Presentation from the Landed Men of the Parifb, 
and give it, to the Patron, who frequently has np Ref|- 
dence or Inter«ft in the Parifh, nor is fo much as 
known to 3 em by face^ but lives in a remote Country, 
.and is often a Man of a much l^fs Eftate than maiy 
of *be Hererors of. the Parifh. 

But if the Hazard of Divifion be a good Argument 
fris much ftronger upon the fide, of tfayole who. have k 
ftanding Law to fupport their Claim. t For 'tis plain 
and undeniable that mjany.of the Patrons mScetland T 
ace neither well affe&ed to the Eft^bHfhnient of the 
Church nor to the CivU .Government, and no doubt 
fuch Patrons^ will prefent Men to; whom the Church 
can't agree* and then a Divifion muft arife betwixt the 
Church and Patrons, upon every Occafion of a Vacan- 
cy, of which the moft Obvious Cbnfequences are, that 
the Churches, will be kept Vacant, to the great Difc 
tconragement of Religion and Piety, and in fome Coun- 
ty* to .the great Iooour agemenc of tranffiqttfng Popifh 
ftfcfil. Quarrels will aifp arife betwixt the Patrons 

B and 
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•lid the Fatifh about the difpofal of the Fruits 6( the 
Benefice, during the Vacation which difcfiefited Parrot* 
Will think pioufly appiyed, when given to fuch Mini- 
iters as are 6f their own Stamp, andJEnemtes both to 
the Church and the Civil Government. Now whether 
thefe Inconveniences don't very much Caft the Ballanoq 
upon the fide of a Handing Law, which the People 
tiave beenpofle&tt of for Twenty Two Years, and is 

StifyM by the Treaty of Union j Let all impartial 
[en judge* 

*Tts really ftrange, that amy Man Ihocfld infift upon 
teftoriftg the Right of Prefenratton on the Foot of 
petfonal Property by b General Law, when these af"e 
lb many Patrons, and thofe too of the rooft confide- 
rz\ft$% Scotland, that will oppofe Inch a Reftitutiota 
f as they have a Lawful opportunity. There are not a 
'few who in Confidence think they c^'t enjoy the 
r R$ht of Tithes, and of the Prefentation too, and 
♦prefer the firft as a itnuCh more valuably and jufter 
Right than the former. There are many who are 
"juftiy afraid that this Reftjrution of Patrbnages, and 
'annexing thofe of Bifhopric^s tot hi Grown, may have 
Convulsive EffeQs, and ratfe Deputes betwixt the 
Crown, and fuch as have derived the Rights of Patrona- 
ges Irdm it. 

>• Men are not free from Apprehenfioiw, that tho' 

'Tithes be not now reftor'd to the Church, yet Jn all 

<tybbabii?ty they thuft in lifoe, if the Prestations be 

reftortt to the Patrons ^ and cnahy whom none of thofe 

Reafoils move, are vet ynender of any thing that may 

*gtve occafion to difdblige aad vex fo confiderabte a 

TOdy & the Presbyterians of Scotland^ by depriving 

ihem'of the Liberty and Privilege tbey enjby of callidg 

Weiiofrn Paftors, and even thofe that think People 

a are id the wrong 40 be uneafy on that Account,: yet 

tvould be very loth to Fifet them, by making; a New 

z Law, of Which there appears to be fo little fcJceeflisy 

cr Adv&mage, except to a few Patrons wheAave jw&d 
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'■and ptofecufed tbis Noift for thtif own priva* 

- *Tls* aWb obfervaible, t!bere>s another thing demanded, 
viz. The Repealing of the Afib about fupplying Vacate 
•Cftufches by NorifrFotfy upon a pretence of fevetal 
Burthens impos'd upon Vacant Stipends, to the preja* 
tiiceot the Patrons Right of difpofing thereof! 

This feems to be Foreign to the" JPatrohs ; power of 
•Prefentations, fcomended For and OTiiy brought inMt> 
petplex and difqutet theEftabKfh'd Church, which has 
«9 good a -Right to the benefit Of thofe AEts for fup- x 
flying the laid Vacant Chinches, and to the Encou- 
ragement of thofe who Preach in them, is to any of 
the other Rights arid Priviledges ifohifch are tonffrnfd 
and* referv'd to her by the Union. l Ckri the Stipends pf 
Vacant Churches be applyed tdany more pious life 
than that of ftftniftiflg People Who; have not the ; be- 
nefit of a fettled Miniiter, efptecnllyln fuch parts of 
the Country where Yamfit zti& l Jatbbites are fd> tnucjbi 
Encouraged, afld Who have joy nM iii Mobbing and A£ 
Quiring not only the-Minilters lent io : Preach thete, 
bat her Majefty's Juftices of Peace who came to Sup* 
port 'em, according to the Duty of their Office. 

One would think this looks too open to be infifted 
on, and that fome People are willing that Jacobitifm 
and Popery fhould increafe in thofe Country s, but cer- 
tainly the Parliament of Great-Britain will be of ano- 
ther Mind, when they come to underftand the Ca fe an d 
* the Re'afori dfthoie A&s which are'deffpd to be repeat*i 
To conclude, What good Reafon can there be given 
for breaking tn upon the Settlement of the Church of 
Scotland^ and alarming its Members in fo material a 
Point as depriving them of the Power to call their own 
Minifters: and that too whiift the moft remote Appre- 
fcenfions of Dgger |> ttteTIhulfch (AXnghni^ occafion 
fcch extraord inary Unealinefs "to her Members, and 
give Rife to new Fences and Securities for her, beyond 
what is provided in the Treaty of Union ? Is it fuita- 

blc 
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Me to the fait Execution of that Treaty, that whilft 
theSecwitysof the one are increas'd, things are inter* 
pmed in the tiri&efc manner to the Prejudice of the 
other, ber Security* endeavour'd to be Diminilh'd, and 
even tier Rights and Pdfleffions taken from, her > Are 
not both Churches eftaMifh'd upon a Foot of equal Se- 
curity by the Union ?* And is there any manner of cdm- 
parifqn betwixt the Hazard of the one and the other > 
Certainty foroe Mens proceedings give us reaion to fuf- 
|>e£t that they will leave no Ankle of the Union un~ 
attempted, when they are for breaking in thus upon the 
Rights and Privileges of the Church of Scotland^ which 
are made a Fundamental and E&ntial Condition of the 
Union, and arefecur'd by the Treaty from any Altera- 
tion thereof, or Derogation therefrom, in any fort tor 
ever. How well foch Projects agree with Loyalry to 
her Majeftjr, and 2eal for. the Hanover SuccciTnn, 
that has no otto Eftab ifhment in Scotland, but 
$pm the Union Treaty, which her Majefty has decla- 
red to be one off the TranfaQions of her Reign, that 
lheGlorjt moaio, kc the World judge. 
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